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For Immediate Release 

February 21st, 2o18 
 

Aboriginal Housing Management Association  
Encouraged by Budget Speech 

 
West Vancouver – In response to Tuesday’s budget speech by the provincial government, AHMA Chief 
Executive Officer Margaret Pfoh says that she is “deeply encouraged by the government’s commitment 
to Indigenous issues.” 
 
Having begun the budget speech by referencing the need to adopt the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights on Indigenous Peoples, as well as referencing the need to be responsive to the Truth & 
Reconciliation report, Pfoh notes that “the government set a tone early in the speech to make it clear 
that they are committed to changing Indigenous discourse here in British Columbia.” 
 
Turning to housing specific issues – most notably the 1,750 new units for Aboriginal social housing – 
Pfoh notes that the timing of such an initiative could not be more perfect.  “As the first and only 
Indigenous led Housing Authority in Canada to have accepted devolution and oversight for housing in 
urban, rural and northern communities, we look forward to taking the lead – in partnership with BC 
Housing – to ensure all Indigenous housing societies under our umbrella throughout the province can 
access these funding and begin their respective projects in a timely manner.”   
 
Nizar Laarif, Director of Public Affairs for AHMA, notes that “at its core, AHMA is about ensuring that 
Indigenous Peoples have their housing needs met, no matter where they are in the province.  As the 
entity responsible for ensuring this, we anticipate meeting with BC Housing shortly to implement the 
commitment made by the provincial government.”   
 
Additionally, Laarif notes how encouraged he was to hear about 114,000 units for growing families and 
those who are homeless, students, seniors, woman and children fleeing violence.  “The reality is that 
some people just need life to be a little bit easier – affordable housing units that are priced across the 
housing affordability spectrum can give those people the help they need.”  Also, he acknowledges the 
holistic approach that the province took in elaborating this budget “we cannot fix the housing crisis by 
focusing only on housing. In order to allow people to move along the housing continuum we need to 
invest in Education & training, Economic development and health.” 
 
In her closing remarks, Pfoh concluded by acknowledging some of the other initiatives outlined in the 
budget speech that act synergistically to the vision outlined by the provincial government.  “There are a 
great many things we heard that were encouraging – chief among those being the commitment to 
Aboriginal language restoration and monies for Aboriginal Friendship Centers.”  Addressing those to 
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items specifically, Pfoh first noted that “acts of reconciliation must include the reacquiring of our 
ancestral roots, which are imbedded in our ancestral languages.”  Addressing the latter of the two, Pfoh 
notes that “approximately 60% of Indigenous Peoples are dispossessed from any sense of home or 
community, so Friendship Centers allow for a much-needed opportunity for our Peoples to find a sense 
of support and belonging.” 
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