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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

  November 28th, 2017 

ABORIGINAL HOUSING MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION CAUTIOUSLY 
OPTIMISTIC REGARDING NEW NATIONAL HOUSING STRATEGY 
 

West Vancouver, B.C. – In response to last weeks’ announcement by the Federal Government of a new 
National Housing Strategy, Aboriginal Housing Management Association (AHMA) Chief Executive Officer 
Margaret Pfoh says that though she is hugely encouraged to see the Federal Government is once again 
playing an active roll in affordable housing, she still has some concerns. 

 

Pfoh began by expressing her concerns regarding how much of the $40 billion dollars would be allocated 
towards Indigenous housing.  “There was acknowledgement that a portion will go towards Indigenous 
housing, but there weren’t any dollar figures attached to it.”  Pfoh also noted that while she was pleased 
there would be additional funding down the road beyond the $40 billion dollars specifically earmarked 
for Indigenous housing, that too had a degree of ambiguity attached to it that left Pfoh somewhat 
unsettled. 

 

“We were pleased to hear that there would be additional funding, and we were especially pleased to 
hear that attached to those funds would be an extensive consultation process founded in principles of 
self-determination, reconciliation, respect and cooperation.”  However, Pfoh went on to say, “there was 
little discussion on what the consultation process would look like, other than to say it would include 
municipal and provincial stakeholders.” 

 

AHMA – an umbrella organization that represents over 40 Indigenous housing providers within British 
Columbia – is the only umbrella organization of its kind in Canada, and only one of two in the world.  
Nevertheless, to date AHMA has yet to be invited to participate in the consultation process, which led 
Pfoh to state “that we are concerned that the consultation process – which has already been going-on 
for the past year – is not taking in to consideration the 5,000 units located in urban rural and northern 
communities across our province, not to mention similar housing elsewhere in the country.” 
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Notwithstanding her concerns regarding specifics around funding dollars and stakeholder engagement, 
Pfoh was also quick to point-out the many positive elements of the new National Housing Strategy.  
“After over two decades of minimal engagement, not only am I thrilled to see the Federal Government 
once again providing crucial leadership on this issues, the significant funding that comes with it is much 
needed throughout the entire sector – especially if Canada intends on living-up to its commitment to 
ensure every Canadian can enjoy safe, healthy and affordable housing.” 

Pfoh went on to note that “Article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights specifically speaks to 
that right of everyone to “a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of 
his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care”1 to name just a few basic human rights, 
and though “Canada has signed on and ratified several international human rights treaties that protect 
the right to adequate housing”2 it has yet to ratify anything within domestic law – hopefully that’s 
coming soon.” 

 

In addition to the afore mentioned progress, Pfoh was especially pleased that the Federal Government 
acknowledged the importance of tailoring programs and strategies “for Indigenous Peoples, by 
Indigenous Peoples” and looks forward to “AHMA working along side other Indigenous leaders and 
organizations to create an end-result that will take into consideration the unique challenges Indigenous 
Peoples have faced as a result of colonization, while also ensuring they can be empowered, on their 
terms, to take the next step in their journey.” 

 

As for the immediate future, Pfoh says “while there are still many details that need to be worked-out, 
this is the beginning of something truly exciting and AHMA stands ready to join the conversation with 
municipal, provincial and federal stakeholders.” 
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1 http://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html 
2 http://www.cwp-csp.ca/poverty/a-human-rights-violation/the-right-to-housing/ 
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