
 

 

 

 

 

For Immediate Release: 

 

Rental Housing Index Release Reconfirms the Disproportionately Large Number of Indigenous 
Peoples Facing Housing Inadequacies and Inequalities. 

The index is released at a crucial time to coincide with the Federal Election. AHMA urges Canadians to 
push for immediate action from the Electoral Candidates in each of their platforms. 

 

Squamish Nation Territory/West Vancouver  (September 17, 2019) -- The Rental Housing Index was 
released today, a comprehensive database of rental housing statistics by a national partnership of 
housing associations, credit unions, and municipal associations. Its findings regarding Indigenous 
housing issues are no surprise. Indigenous Peoples continue to experience housing related issues 
disproportionate rate and make up a significant percentage of people experiencing homelessness in 
cities across Canada. The index reaffirms what the Aboriginal Housing Management Association (AHMA) 
has been advocating for since Prime Minister Trudeau and the Liberal government announced a 
National Housing Strategy (NHS) in November 2017. What was blatantly left out from the NHS was an 
Indigenous Housing Strategy. There is a devastating need right now for policy and targeted support to 
address Indigenous vulnerabilities in housing and without an Indigenous Housing Strategy the NHS will 
remain incomplete and deficient. 
 
AHMA calls on each of the electoral candidates to create a true and meaningful inclusion of an Urban 
Indigenous Housing Strategy. “Unless politics affecting Indigenous Peoples are designed for and by the 
oppressed peoples, they won’t work. An Indigenous Housing Strategy is still in the works for Canada, we 
are closer, but there is still a way to go. The Rental Housing Index solidifies AHMAs stance and further 
pushes that demand back to our government. The timing of this index is crucial because it challenges 
our electoral candidates to put housing at the forefront of these campaigns. Whoever forms the next 
government needs to fix this inequity.” Said Margaret Pfoh, CEO of the Aboriginal Housing Management 
Association.  
 
AHMA applauds the research and release of the 2019 Canadian Rental Housing Index and thanks 
BCNPHA for their hard work and effort to create it. The Index aligns with the voices of our 41 Indigenous 
Housing providers across British Columbia who are on the front lines every day, supporting our 
Indigenous communities and the over 5000 Indigenous families they serve. Below are some of the 
Indigenous proof points from the Rental Housing Index, its findings show higher proportions of 
neglection and overcrowding among Indigenous-led renter households.  
 
 

Proof Points from the Rental Housing Index: 
▪ Saskatoon, 54% of Indigenous renter household spend over 30%, compared to 

42% for the non-Indigenous population.  
▪ Regina 55% of Indigenous spend over affordability benchmark, compared to 

44% for non-indigenous households. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

▪ Greater Vancouver (48% vs 43%)  
▪ Muskoka (Ontario) (64% vs. 50%)  

 
 

• Overcrowding challenges are also more prevalent for Indigenous households. 
 

▪ Nationally, 12% of Indigenous renter households are overcrowded compared to 
9% for non-Aboriginal households  

▪ In Nunavut 43% of Indigenous renter households are overcrowded situation 
compared to 6% overcrowding amongst non-indigenous renter households.  

▪ Regina, 18% of Indigenous households are overcrowded compared to 9% for 
non-Aboriginal households.  

▪ Saskatoon, (16% vs 10%) 
▪ Winnipeg (17% vs. 13%)  
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For further information, or to schedule an interview, please contact: 

Laurie Brownrigg Media & Communications Specialist  
PH: 778-228-6438 
 Email: lbrownrigg@ahma-bc.org 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

About the Aboriginal Housing Management Association: 

AHMA is an umbrella organization composed of 41 Members that are each Indigenous Housing 

providers. Our members represent over 5000 Indigenous families living in urban, rural and 

northern regions of British Columbia. We are direct partners with the provincial government and 

a leading voice that supports, advocates and responds to the needs of our Indigenous Housing 

Providers and the Indigenous communities they serve.  AHMA is the first Indigenous Housing 

Authority in Canada and only second in the world and we were created for Indigenous 

communities by Indigenous communities. 
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